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In Memoriam: Prof. NG Cheuk Yiu
(4 December 1947 — 26 June 2026)

Professor NG Cheuk Yiu, former Dean of Science and an alumnus of Chung Chi College’s Department
of Chemistry at The Chinese University of Hong Kong (CUHK), passed away on 26 June 2026 at the
age of 78.

Professor Ng often spoke fondly of his student days at CUHK, where he was mentored by Professor
LI Wai Kee and Professor TAM Shang Wai. Inspired by their guidance, he resolved to devote his life
to the pursuit of chemical research. After graduating from CUHK in 1971 with First Class Honours, he
continued his studies in the United States. He later met Professor LEE Yuan Tseh, who became his
doctoral supervisor at the University of California, Berkeley, and the Lawrence Berkeley National
Laboratory.

Over the course of a distinguished academic career spanning four decades, Professor Ng established
himself as a leading figure in physical chemistry. He pioneered highly precise laser-based techniques
using vacuum ultraviolet (VUV) light to investigate atoms and molecules in the gas phase. These
methods enabled exceptionally accurate measurements of fundamental properties such as
ionisation energies and bond strengths. His research on ion—molecule reactions elucidated how
different forms of energy influence chemical reactivity, significantly advancing the scientific
understanding of reaction dynamics.

Professor Ng supervised more than 40 doctoral students and mentored over 19 postdoctoral
researchers, first at lowa State University and later at the University of California, Davis. He
published more than 370 scientific papers and delivered over 300 invited lectures at conferences,
workshops, research institutes, and universities worldwide, generously sharing his insights with the
international scientific community.

In 2009, after many years abroad, Professor Ng returned to Hong Kong to serve his alma mater, first
as the Siu Lien Ling Wong Visiting Fellow 2008/2009 at Chung Chi College, then as Dean of Science at
CUHK. He assumed the deanship at a pivotal time, overseeing the implementation of the 3-3-4
academic structure and the establishment of the School of Life Sciences, the Earth System Science
Programme, and the Science Academy for Young Talent. His leadership during this period left a
lasting mark on the Faculty’s development.

The Faculty of Science is deeply grateful for Professor Ng’s dedication and contributions. We extend
our heartfelt condolences to his wife, Mrs. NG Chui Ling (née Wong), also a Chung Chi Chemistry
alumna, and to his three children and seven grandchildren.
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